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Date: September 23, 2026

To: Jim Burke, Senior Engineering Geologist, Regional Water Board (RWB)
CAL FIRE Review Team, Santa Rosa
Madeline Pusich, Registered Professional Forester (RPF)
Kim Sone, CAL FIRE

From: Carey Wilder, Engineering Geologist, RWB

Subject: Water Quality Pre-Harvest Inspection Report for
THP 1-26-00099 SON, “HRRR” THP

On September 14, 2026, | participated in the Pre-Harvest Inspection (PHI) for Timber
Harvest Plan (THP) 1-26-00099 SON. This THP proposes to harvest 129 acres,
contained in 3 units, above Haupt Creek. The proposed silviculture prescriptions for the
Plan are selection (21 acres), fuel break/defensible space (102 acres) and the
remaining acreage is no harvest (6 acres).

The primary purpose of my participation in this PHI was to evaluate protection of the
beneficial uses of waters of the state for the Gualala River watershed and to evaluate
whether the proposed project complies with all substantive and procedural requirements
of the Water Quality Control Plan for the North Coast Region (Basin Plan) and the
Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act. In addition, this inspection provided an
opportunity for RWB staff to verify the proposed THP is in compliance with those current
California Forest Practice Rules (FPRs) that provide protection to water quality.
Comments and recommendations in this memorandum are provided in accordance with
California Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 4582.6(a) and (b).

. PHI PARTICIPANTS

Madeline Pusich, RPF

Gianna Covell, Forestry Tech.
Kim Sone, CAL FIRE

Kristin Garrison, Fish and Wildlife
Carey Wilder, RWB
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. GENERAL THP SUMMARY

The THP area is located in Haupt Creek planning watershed, which is approximately 5
miles southeast of Stewarts point, California. The area proposed for harvest is within
portions of Sections 9, 10, 15 & 16 of Township 9 North, Range 13 of the Mount Diablo
Base & Meridian. The calculated erosion hazard rating for the harvest area ranges from
moderate to high. Proposed yarding methods include rubber-tired skidders, ground-
based tractors, feller buncher and shovel yarding. Winter operations are proposed in
this THP and will follow all forest practice rules. Also, there’s 1,500 feet of new road
construction proposed in this THP.

lll. PHI OBSERVATIONS

The PHI focused on the appurtenant road and proposed road repairs as well as
watercourse classification and protection measures.

During the PHI the inspection team walked the proposed road R1. This proposed road
runs along a steep slope that leads down to a Class | watercourse which is a tributary to
Haupt Creek. The inspection team all agreed that this road will be crossing a sensitive
hillslope with multiple suspected unstable areas where sediment erosion can make its
way into the watercourse. Additional details for this proposed road are provided in
Section 5 of the THP where Professional Geologist, Elias Steinbuck’s evaluation is
given. Water quality agrees with this evaluation. Currently, the THP states that
approximately 330 feet of this proposed road is within the WLPZ. According to the THP,
prior to completion of operations and prior to the winter period, the entire surface of R1
located in the WLPZ shall be treated with either rock, straw mulch or slash packing.
Both CalFIRE and Water Quality agreed that rock is preferred and that extending the
rocking up through the switch back at MP 10 and ending where the full bench
construction ends (just passed unstable areas, MP’s 8 & 9) will be necessary to ensure
sediment movement in the future will be prevented from entering the watercourse
channel. Please add language to the proposed road construction for R1 to extend the
rocking of the road surface up to the end of the full bench construction.
(Recommendation #1).

IV. GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS

Discharges from Timber Harvest Projects on private lands within the North Coast
Region are typically permitted under the General Waste Discharge Requirements
(General WDR, Order No. R1-2004-0030).

Copies of the General WDR, as well as other timber related information, can be found at
the following web address:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/water issues/programs/timber operations/
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RWB staff has conducted a review of the THP, including field review of representative
portions in the plan area and, assuming the plan submitter will seek coverage under the
General WDRs, have assessed the THP for compliance with the General WDRs. The
General WDRs require the submittal of technical reports, including an Erosion Control
Plan (ECP), with an inventory of controllable sediment discharge sources (CSDSs), an
estimate of sediment volumes, an estimate of the relative potential for sediment
delivery, an implementation schedule, and an inspection plan.

An ECP with the required information was submitted in Section V of the THP. A final
review of the necessary elements for General WDR coverage will be conducted when
the application for coverage under General WDRs is submitted to the RWB.

V. RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommendations and comments are provided pursuant to the statutory authority
contained in the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act (California Water Code
Section 13000 et seq.), the Basin Plan, and the Z’'Berg Nejedly Forest Practice Act
(PRC Section 4582.6), and in accordance with the FPRs 14 CCR 1037.5(f).

Recommendation 1 was agreed to by the RPF during the PHI.
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PHI Report for 1-26-00099 SON

From Wilder, Carey@Waterboards <Carey.Wilder@waterboards.ca.gov>
Date Wed 9/23/2026 12:24 PM
To  CAL FIRE Santa Rosa Review Team <santarosareviewteam@fire.ca.gov>

mj 1 attachment (90 KB)
260923_CSW_1-26-00099SON_PHI.docx;

This Message Is From an External Sender

i . - Report Suspicious
This message came from outside your organization. P P

Hello,

| received your message this morning about sending my PHI report into you instead of uploading myself
into CalTREES.

Please see my attached report for the subject THP.

Also, if it's not too much trouble would you please send me a reply saying you received it and if there is
anything else on my end | should plan on doing.

Much appreciated,
Carey

Carey Wilder
N Engineering Geologist
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