
 

 

 

 
August 19, 2026         
 
DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY AND FIRE PROTECTION 
135 Ridgway Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA 95401 
Attn: Review Team 
 
Re: THP 1-26-00076-SON “Little Pepperwood” 
 
 
Dear Director, 
 
Please consider the following to be RPF responses to Second Review Questions for the above-mentioned THP as 
requested by the Department: 
 

3 The RPF response to 2nd Review Recommendation conforms to the requirements of 14 CCR 
Section 913.2(a), but additional revisions are necessary to ensure compliance with other affected 
portions of the plan. 
 
Please revise Item 26.b. and addendum to Item 27(j) to clarify that operations within the core 
zones of Class I and Class II watercourses will not be subject to the felling of unmarked trees 
pursuant to 14 CCR Section 916.9(e)(2). 
 
RPF Response: THP Section II Item 26(b) and Item 27(j) and the Addendum to Item 27(j) 
in Section III have been revised to clarify that the proposed in-lieu does not apply to the 
felling of unmarked trees within the Core Zone of Class I and Class II watercourses. See 
revised THP pages 43, 44, 56 and 116. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Seamus Fleming, RPF #3130 
Jacobszoon and Associates, Inc. 
(707) 485-5544 ext. 105 
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with the edge of the flood prone area being treated as the watercourse transition line (WTL). No timber operations 
within the floodplain. 

WATERCOURSE PROTECTION MEASURES:  

During timber operations, the LTO shall not do either of the following: 

 Place, discharge, or dispose of or deposit in such a manner as to permit to pass into waters of the
State, any substances or materials, including, but not limited to, soil, silt, bark, sawdust, or
petroleum, in quantities deleterious to fish, wildlife, beneficial functions of riparian zones, or the
quality and beneficial uses of water.

 Remove water, trees, or large woody debris from a watercourse or lake, the adjacent riparian area,
or the adjacent flood plain in quantities deleterious to fish, wildlife, beneficial functions of riparian
zones, or the quality and beneficial uses of water.

Slope 
Class 

Class I with Confined 
Channel Zone Width  
(feet) Core/Inner Zone/Outer 
Zone (VR only) 

Class II-L WLPZ  
Zone Width (feet) 
Core/Inner Zones 

Class II-S WLPZ  
Zone Width (feet) 
Core/Inner Zones 

Class III 
ELZ 
Width 
(feet) 

Wet Area 
ELZ 
Width 
(feet) 

<10% 30/70/50 30/70 15/35 30 30 
10-30% 30/70/50 30/70 15/35 30 30 
30-50% 30/70/50 30/70 15/60 50 50 
>50% 30/70/50 30/70 15/85 50 50 

Class I Watercourses 
The enforceable standards are as follows: 

• Core Zone: within 30’ of the watercourse transition line, no timber operations except for those listed in 14
CCR 916.9(e)(1)(A)-(F) and as allowed for under Item 27(j).

• Inner Zone: 70 feet out measured from the Core Zone, maintain a minimum 80% overstory canopy (both
conifer and hardwood) with minimum 25% overstory conifer canopy.  Silvicultural methods are limited to
commercial thinning or single tree selection modified to increase QMD of conifer trees greater than 8 inches
dbh. Harvest trees are marked with blue paint.

• Pursuant to 14 CCR 916.9(f)(2)(B)(4), the thirteen (13) largest dbh conifers (live or dead) on each acre of the
area that encompasses the Core and Inner Zones shall be retained.  The retained conifers shall be selected
from within the THP area that lies within 100’ of the watercourse transition line.

• Pursuant to 14 CCR 916.9(f)(2)(B)(5), large trees that are most conducive to recruitment to provide for
beneficial functions of riparian zones shall be given priority for retention.

• Outer Zone (VR): 50 feet wide from the Inner Zone, maintain a minimum of 50% overstory canopy.  Harvest
trees are marked with blue paint. Priority shall be given to retain wind firm trees.

• The WLPZ is flagged at a minimum width of 100’ with blue/white striped “Lake and Watercourse Protection
Zone” flagging with solid orange flagging for greater visibility. Where adjacent silviculture is VR WLPZ has
been flagged at 150’.

• WLPZ identification, flagging, and timber marking shall be completed prior to the PHI.

Class II Large Watercourses 
The enforceable standards are as follows: 

• Core Zone: within 30’ of the watercourse transition line, no timber operations except for those listed in 14
CCR 916.9(e)(1)(A)-(F) and as allowed for under Item 27(j).

• Inner Zone: 70 feet out measured from the Core Zone, maintain a minimum 80% overstory canopy (both
conifer and hardwood) with minimum 25% overstory conifer canopy. Silvicultural methods are limited to
commercial thinning or single tree selection modified to increase QMD of conifer trees greater than 8 inches
dbh. Harvest trees are marked with blue paint.
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• Pursuant to 14 CCR 916.9(g)(2)(B)(2), the thirteen (13) largest dbh conifers (live or dead) on each acre of the
area that encompasses the Core and Inner Zones shall be retained.  The retained conifers shall be selected
from within the THP area that lies within 100’ of the watercourse transition line.

• Pursuant to 14 CCR 916.9(g)(2)(B)(2) large trees that are most conducive to recruitment to provide for
beneficial functions of riparian zones shall be given priority for retention.

• The WLPZ is flagged at a minimum width of 100’ with blue/white striped “Lake and Watercourse Protection
Zone” flagging with solid orange flagging for greater visibility.

• WLPZ identification, flagging, and timber marking shall be completed prior to the PHI.

Class II Standard Watercourses: 
The enforceable standards are as follows: 

• Core Zone is 15 feet from the watercourse transition line, no timber operations except for those listed in 14
CCR 916.9(e)(1)(A)-(F) and as allowed for under Item 27(j). No timber operations are proposed within any
channel zone of a Class II except as allowed pursuant to 14 CCR 916.9(e)(1)(A)-(F).

• Inner Zone is variable width, slope dependent, ranging from 35 to 85 feet from the core zone, a minimum
50% multi-story canopy shall be retained within this zone.

• The WLPZ is flagged at a slope dependent width of 50’, 75’ or 100’ with blue/white striped “Lake and
Watercourse Protection Zone” flagging with solid orange flagging for greater visibility.

• The overstory canopy must be composed of at least 25% overstory conifer canopy post-harvest.  If the above
noted canopy levels are lacking in any given area timber is not marked for removal in that area, however it
may be marked elsewhere in the zone.

• WLPZ identification, flagging, and timber marking shall be completed prior to the PHI.

Class III Watercourses: 
The following are the minimum requirements for timber operations in Class III watercourses: 

 Establish a 30-foot wide ELZ on both sides of the watercourse for slopes less than 30% and an additional 20-
foot ELZ where side slopes are >30%.  The ELZ is measured from the WTL.  Within the ELZ:
o no new construction of tractor roads permitted;
o no ground-based equipment on slopes >50%; and
o ground-based operations are limited to existing stable tractor roads that show no visible evidence of

sediment deposition being transported into the adjacent watercourse or to the use of feller- bunchers
or shovel yarding.

 Retain all pre-existing large wood on the ground within the ELZ that is stabilizing sediment and is necessary
to prevent potential discharge into the watercourse.

 Retain all pre-existing down wood and debris in the channel zone.
 Retain hardwoods, where feasible, within the ELZ.
 Retain all snags (except as required for safety) within the ELZ.
 Retain all countable trees needed to achieve resource conservation standards in 14 CCR § 912.7 [932.7,

952.7] within the ELZ.
 Retain all trees in the ELZ and channel zone which show visible indicators of providing bank or bed stability,

excluding sprouting conifers that do not have boles overlapping the channel zone. Visible indicators of
stability include roots that permeate the bank or provide channel grade control.

 Exceptions pursuant to 14 CCR § 916.9 [936.9, 956.9], subsections (e)(1)(A)-(F) are permitted in any ELZ and
channel zone.

Non-linear Aquatic Features: 
Springs are defined as emergent groundwater or pools that are not hydrologically connected to a watercourse. Springs 
exhibit aquatic obligate vegetation and suitable habitat for non-fish aquatic species.  Springs are flagged with a slope 
dependent WLPZ with 50% canopy retention within the zone just like a standard Class II watercourse.  WLPZ is 
measured from the edge of saturated soil conditions or aquatic vegetation.   

Wet Areas are defined as non-linear areas where saturated soil conditions are seasonally or always present.  Wet 
areas may exhibit aquatic obligate vegetation but do not exhibit habitat suitable for non-fish aquatic species.  These 
are given a 30’ ELZ where slopes are less than 30% and a 50’ ELZ where slopes are greater than 30% just like a Class III.  
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h. [☐]Yes[X]No Are there any site-specific practices proposed in lieu of, or as an alternative, to the 
Retention of at least 50% of the overstory canopy in the WLPZ? [ref. 14 CCR §  916.5 
[936.5, 956.5](e)“G”] 

i. [☐]Yes [X]No Are there any site-specific practices proposed in lieu of, or as an alternative, to the 
Retention of at least 50% of the understory in the WLPZ? [ref. 14 CCR § 916.5 [936.5, 
956.5](e)“G”] 

j. [X]Yes [☐]No Are there any additional in lieu or alternative prescriptions proposed for watercourse or 
lake protection? 

Note to LTO – The in-lieu practice proposed is to allow you to fell, due to safety considerations 
(including cable clearance), unmarked trees within the core zone and inner zone of a WLPZ. This 
in-lieu practice does not apply to trees within the channel zone of any WLPZ. Felling of any 
unmarked tree within the WLPZ for this reason must comply with any other applicable Forest 
Practice Rules and THP requirements (e.g. retention of the 13 largest trees in Class I/Class II-L, 
maintenance of necessary canopy, surface cover, etc.). Unmarked trees felled for safety reasons 
within the WLPZ must be left on site for large woody debris recruitment. Guidance for you to 
comply with this practice is included in Item 14(d). 

Reviewers – See Section III, Item 27(j) for a complete discussion of the proposed practice. 
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116 
Little Pepperwood THP – Sec III 

already had crossings removed and is revegetating. Further, the new road construction will meet the 
following conditions:  

• New roads will be outsloped to the extent feasible and drained with waterbreaks or rolling dips.
• Proposed and existing roads will have waterbreaks installed to the standards of 923.5(f).
• Significant Discharge Sites will be addressed within the plan.
• New road construction will avoid watercourses, WLPZs, ELZs and unstable areas.
• New road construction will avoid crossing slopes steeper than 50%.
• New road construction will not exceed grades of 15%.

14 CCR 923.4(s)(1): Specific provisions for the protection of salmonid habitat for all logging road(s) construction on 
slopes, greater than 50% with access to a watercourse or lake: None proposed. 

14 CCR 923.5(q)(2): Specific erosion control measures for all permanent and seasonal roads with a grade of 15% or 
greater which extends 500 feet or more: This condition does not exist for any proposed roads or existing roads 
interior to the THP. There is an approximately 800’ segment of existing seasonal road appurtenant to the THP 
with an average grade exceeding 15%. This segment has existing, functional rolling dips per the specifications of 
923.5(f) which will be maintained during and after operations. No additional erosion control measures are 
necessary.  

ITEM 27(j) ALTERNATIVE WATERCOURSE PROTECTION 

Pursuant to 14 CCR 916.6 an Alternative Watercourse and Lake Protection Measure is proposed. 

916. 6, 936. 6, 956. 6 Alternative Watercourse and Lake Protection [All Districts]

(a) Alternative prescriptions for the protection of watercourses and lakes may be developed by the RPF or proposed by
the Director on a site-specific basis provided the following conditions are complied with and the alternative
prescriptions will achieve compliance with the standards set forth in 14 CCR 916.3 [936.3, 956.3] and 916.4(b)
[936.4(b), 956.4(b)].

(1) The following information regarding an alternative prescription shall be included in the THP:

(A) An identification of each standard prescription which would be replaced by the alternative
prescription. 

No standard prescription is being replaced in its entirety. The plan submitter is seeking to allow the felling of 
unmarked trees within the core zone and inner zone of a WLPZ which may be necessary for safety & cable 
clearance. This practice does not apply to trees within the channel zone of any WLPZ. The standard 
prescriptions which require all marking within the WLPZ to be completed prior to the PHI, and which prohibit 
the harvesting of unmarked trees are 14 CCR 916.5(e)"A", "B", "D", and "E''. Unmarked trees felled within 
the WLPZ shall not be harvested but rather shall be left on site as LWD.  

(B) An identification of any beneficial uses of water or other features listed in 14 CCR 916.4(b) [936.4(b), 956.4(b)]
which may be adversely affected by the replaced standard prescription and the alternative practice.

The LTO is directed to comply with any other applicable Forest Practice Rules, and therefore none of the 
features or beneficial uses listed in 916.4 should be adversely affected. 

(C) An evaluation of any significant effects on such beneficial uses or features due to implementation of the alternative
prescription.

No significant effects are anticipated, therefore there are none to evaluate. 
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