
 

 

 

 
August 11, 2026         
 
DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY AND FIRE PROTECTION 
135 Ridgway Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA 95401 
Attn: Review Team 
 
Re: THP 1-26-00076-SON “Little Pepperwood” 
 
 
Dear Director, 
 
Please consider the following to be RPF responses to Second Review Questions for the above-mentioned THP as 
requested by the Department: 
 

1 Please revise the plan to address the RPF response to First Review Question 3 regarding the 
proposed In-lieu practice associated with the WLPZ for compliance with 913.2(a)(1). 
 
RPF Response: See revised THP pages 16, 56 and 116.  

2 Additional ARCH Question. Confidential Email will be sent to RPF by CAL FIRE 2nd Review 
Chair outlining comment. 
 
RPF Response: The RPF responded to the Arch question in a confidential email.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Seamus Fleming, RPF #3130 
Jacobszoon and Associates, Inc. 
(707) 485-5544 ext. 105 
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SECTION II PLAN OF OPERATIONS - ITEM #14 

RM-63 THP form v11-25 

Regeneration [ref. 14 CCR § 913.5 [933.5, 953.5]] 
h. [X]Yes   [☐]No Will artificial regeneration be required to meet stocking standards? 

If “Yes” an annual preliminary report of stocking shall be due between October 1st and 
December 31st, beginning two years following completion of operations.  

If “Yes” describe: Artificial regeneration will be required to meet stocking within Variable 
Retention units. These units will meet stocking within 5 years following the final completion of 
operations. 

g.   LTO Felling Instructions 
Timber fallers and LTO: You are reminded of the requirements of 14 CCR 916.3(b). Accidental depositions 
shall be removed from Lakes and Class I, II, or IV Watercourses, including any material that may require 
removal by hand, the same day that the deposit occurs, subject to the operational restrictions of the THP. 
This means that if you do have an accident where a tree is deposited in a watercourse, and equipment is not 
available to remove it, you need to remove it by hand. 

Trading Trees: Harvest conifers to be marked or designated as described in Item #14(d); leave all other conifers. 
Trading of trees is not allowed in WLPZs. Trading trees may occur outside of WLPZs for safety reasons or the 
minimum necessary for logging road clearance, cable corridor clearance, and those trees substantially damaged 
by logging operations as defined below.  

Trees Substantially Damaged by Logging Operations: These trees may be harvested during timber operations 
if they meet the following criteria. These are defined as: top knocked out of redwood to a 6 inches or larger 
top diameter, top knocked out of other conifer species to a 3 inches or larger top diameter, bole skinned up to 
1/2 or more of the circumference of a redwood, bole skinned up to 1/3 or more of the circumference of other 
conifer species. An "X" shall be sawn into the stump of any conifer harvested due to its being substantially 
damaged during logging operations. Exceptions to this allowance are as follows: 

o Trees substantially damaged within a WLPZ shall be left standing except when they pose a
safety hazard, in which case they shall be felled and left on site per Item 27(j).

o Trees specifically designated for retention with paint, which are substantially
damaged, shall be retained except when they pose a safety hazard.

In areas where harvest trees are designated with blue paint as described above in Item 14(d), leave all 
unmarked trees except as otherwise allowed for in this Plan. 

Leave any tree marked "No" and/or marked with orange paint. 

Road Maintenance, Improvement and Daylighting: 

(1) Removal of trees for road maintenance and improvement, safety and/or daylighting may occur on all
appurtenant and THP roads and will be limited to the area within 30 feet from the road edge. Trees beyond 30 feet
may be removed when they are leaning towards the road and posing an obvious safety hazard.

(2) Removal of trees within the WLPZ may take place only if a tree is within the road cut/fill slope, or if a tree
leaning towards the road would reach the road if it fell on its own and poses a hazard to vehicular traffic.

(3) Equipment operations for removal of trees will be limited to the confines of the road.
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SECTION II PLAN OF OPERATIONS - ITEM #27 

RM-63 THP form v5-24 

h. [☐]Yes[X]No Are there any site-specific practices proposed in lieu of, or as an alternative, to the 
Retention of at least 50% of the overstory canopy in the WLPZ? [ref. 14 CCR §  916.5 
[936.5, 956.5](e)“G”] 

i. [☐]Yes [X]No Are there any site-specific practices proposed in lieu of, or as an alternative, to the 
Retention of at least 50% of the understory in the WLPZ? [ref. 14 CCR § 916.5 [936.5, 
956.5](e)“G”] 

j. [X]Yes [☐]No Are there any additional in lieu or alternative prescriptions proposed for watercourse or 
lake protection? 

Note to LTO – The in-lieu practice proposed is to allow you to fell, due to safety considerations 
(including cable clearance), unmarked trees within a WLPZ. Felling of any unmarked tree within 
the WLPZ for this reason must comply with any other applicable Forest Practice Rules and THP 
requirements (e.g. retention of the 13 largest trees in Class I/Class II-L, maintenance of 
necessary canopy, surface cover, etc.). Unmarked trees felled for safety reasons within the 
WLPZ must be left on site for large woody debris recruitment. Guidance for you to comply with 
this practice is included in Item 14(d). 

Reviewers – See Section III, Item 27(j) for a complete discussion of the proposed practice. 
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116 
Little Pepperwood THP – Sec III 

already had crossings removed and is revegetating. Further, the new road construction will meet the 
following conditions:  

• New roads will be outsloped to the extent feasible and drained with waterbreaks or rolling dips.
• Proposed and existing roads will have waterbreaks installed to the standards of 923.5(f).
• Significant Discharge Sites will be addressed within the plan.
• New road construction will avoid watercourses, WLPZs, ELZs and unstable areas.
• New road construction will avoid crossing slopes steeper than 50%.
• New road construction will not exceed grades of 15%.

14 CCR 923.4(s)(1): Specific provisions for the protection of salmonid habitat for all logging road(s) construction on 
slopes, greater than 50% with access to a watercourse or lake: None proposed. 

14 CCR 923.5(q)(2): Specific erosion control measures for all permanent and seasonal roads with a grade of 15% or 
greater which extends 500 feet or more: This condition does not exist for any proposed roads or existing roads 
interior to the THP. There is an approximately 800’ segment of existing seasonal road appurtenant to the THP 
with an average grade exceeding 15%. This segment has existing, functional rolling dips per the specifications of 
923.5(f) which will be maintained during and after operations. No additional erosion control measures are 
necessary.  

ITEM 27(j) ALTERNATIVE WATERCOURSE PROTECTION 

Pursuant to 14 CCR 916.6 an Alternative Watercourse and Lake Protection Measure is proposed. 

916. 6, 936. 6, 956. 6 Alternative Watercourse and Lake Protection [All Districts]

(a) Alternative prescriptions for the protection of watercourses and lakes may be developed by the RPF or proposed by
the Director on a site-specific basis provided the following conditions are complied with and the alternative
prescriptions will achieve compliance with the standards set forth in 14 CCR 916.3 [936.3, 956.3] and 916.4(b)
[936.4(b), 956.4(b)].

(1) The following information regarding an alternative prescription shall be included in the THP:

(A) An identification of each standard prescription which would be replaced by the alternative
prescription. 

No standard prescription is being replaced in its entirety. The plan submitter is seeking to allow the felling of 
unmarked trees within the WLPZ which may be necessary for safety & cable clearance. The standard 
prescriptions which require all marking within the WLPZ to be completed prior to the PHI, and which prohibit 
the harvesting of unmarked trees are 14 CCR 916.5(e)"A", "B", "D", and "E''. Unmarked trees felled within 
the WLPZ shall not be harvested but rather shall be left on site as LWD.  

(B) An identification of any beneficial uses of water or other features listed in 14 CCR 916.4(b) [936.4(b), 956.4(b)]
which may be adversely affected by the replaced standard prescription and the alternative practice.

The LTO is directed to comply with any other applicable Forest Practice Rules, and therefore none of the 
features or beneficial uses listed in 916.4 should be adversely affected. 

(C) An evaluation of any significant effects on such beneficial uses or features due to implementation of the alternative
prescription.

No significant effects are anticipated, therefore there are none to evaluate. 
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