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PROJECT OVERVIEW  

Timberland 
Owner/Plan 
Submitter 

Gualala Redwood Timber, LLC 

RPF Seamus Fleming 

THP Location Sonoma County, approximate elevation 80 - 1,560 feet  

CalWATER 
Planning 
Watershed: 
Version 2.2.1 

Big Pepperwood Creek (1113.850201), Lower Rockpile Creek 
(1113.820003)  

Silviculture (Acres)  
Selection (36 acres), Group Selection (36 acres), Commercial 
Thinning (24 acres), Variable Retention (173 acres) 

Yarding method 
Ground-based: tractor, rubber tire skidder, forwarder, feller 
buncher, shovel yarding, tethered operations; Cable: ground lead, 
high lead, skyline  

Other THP 
activities 

Seasonal road construction (150 feet), temporary road 
deactivation (2,188 feet), watercourse crossings, water drafting, 
winter operations  

PHI Date(s) July 9, 2026 
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As a Trustee Agency for California’s fish, wildlife, and native plant resources (Public 
Resources Code Section 21000, et seq.), a Responsible Agency pursuant to CEQA Section 
15381 and Trustee Agency pursuant to Section 15386, and a Review Team Agency under 
Title 14, California Code of Regulations Section (14 CCR) Section 1037.5(a), CDFW provides 
the following feasible and project-specific recommendations in order to avoid or reduce 
potentially significant direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts to biological resources in 
accordance with the Forest Practice Rules, 14 CCR Section 1037.5(f)(1). 

This report presents CDFW’s evaluation of proposed timber operations on fish, plants, and 
wildlife, and their habitat. CDFW’s evaluation is based on review of the THP document and 
participation in the PHI. CDFW used the THP, field inspection, and the databases that contain 
biological resource information, including the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB; 
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB) to identify and evaluate potential risks to biological 
resources. 

This report should be applied to the review of all other documents related to this project 
prepared and reviewed pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

PREHARVEST INSPECTION OBSERVATIONS 

The purpose of the PHI was to evaluate proposed timber harvesting operations and identify 
potentially significant adverse impacts to fish and wildlife resources within the THP boundary.    

Section II, Timber Marking 

During the PHI, it was discussed that wildlife protective measures related to tree retention from 
Item 32 should also be included in Item 14(d) Timber Marking. Specifically, language 
pertaining to visual checks for raptor nests, Sonoma tree vole nests, and trees with basal 
hollows suitable for Townsend’s big-eared bat roosting. Item 14(d) should include retention of 

CalTREES PHI 
Recommendations 
Due Date 

July 16, 2026 

Biological 
Resources of 
Concern 

Coho salmon, steelhead, marbled murrelet, northern spotted owl, 
Sonoma tree vole, California red-legged frog, wildlife trees, 
Townsend’s big-eared bat 

PHI Attendees 

• Kristin Garrison, Environmental Scientist, California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 

• Kim Sone, California Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection (CAL FIRE) 

• Dave Fowler, North Coast Regional Water Quality Control 
Board (NCRWQCB) 

• Hillary Adam, California Geological Survey (CGS) 

• Seamus Fleming, Registered Professional Forester (RPF), 
Jacobszoon & Associates, Inc. 

• Mark Pugsley, RPF, Gualala Redwood Timber, LLC. 

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB
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these trees, as well as screen trees, as stated in Item 32. The RPF agreed with this 
recommendation. CDFW recommends Item 14(d) be revised to include a visual check for and 
retention of raptor nests, Sonoma tree vole nests, and trees with suitable basal hollows for 
Townsend’s big-eared bat roosting, as well as retention of screen trees. (Recommendation 1) 

Justification: Providing wildlife protective measures within Timber Marking Item 14(d), ensures 
fish and wildlife resources are protected during the tree marking process. Additionally, it will 
make the wildlife tree retention measures clear and quickly available to the LTO. 

Section II, Timber Marking 

During the PHI, it was discussed that Item 14(d) Timber Marking does not include retention of 
trees with wildlife tree characteristics, nor a description of what characteristics qualify as 
beneficial to wildlife, such as abnormal limb structure and large cavities. The RPF agreed with 
this recommendation. CDFW recommends Item 14(d) be revised to include retention of wildlife 
trees and a list of wildlife tree characteristics including abnormal limb structure, large cavities, 
redwoods with goose pens, branches equal to or greater than 6-inches in diameter located just 
outside of the branch collar, extensively decayed wood as evidenced by large and/or extensive 
fungal fruiting bodies, trees with multiple tops, broken tops, or snag tops, redwoods with boles 
having at least 75% defect, and granary trees having at least 100 small holes on the tree. 
(Recommendation 2) 

Justification: Including wildlife tree retention language and characteristics in Item 14(d) will 
ensure trees of wildlife value will be retained. Additionally, it will make the wildlife tree retention 
measures clear and quickly available to the LTO. 

Section II, Biological Resources, Northern Spotted Owl 

During the PHI, CDFW brought to the RPFs attention that there are several locations within 
Section II, Item 32(a), where helicopter operation measures are included for northern spotted 
owl. The RPF confirmed this language was included in error, and helicopter operations will not 
be conducted as part of the THP operations. CDFW recommended this text be removed and 
the RPF agreed.  CDFW recommends Item 32(a) be revised to remove all northern spotted 
owl measures pertaining to helicopter operations. (Recommendation 3)  

Justification: Revision of Item 32(a) to remove measures relating to helicopter operations will 
accurately depict Timber Harvest Plan operations.   

Section II, Biological Resources, Gray Wolf  

During the PHI, CDFW discussed the proposed 200-foot no-operations buffer if gray wolf dens 
or rendezvous sites are found. The gray wolf is a top predator species, and timber operations 
have the potential to cause adverse visual and noise-related impacts. CDFW explained that a 
200-foot buffer is too small for this species and the impacts of timber operations and 
recommended a more protective 500-foot buffer. The RPF agreed to this recommendation. 
CDFW recommends Item 32(a) be revised to state that a 500-foot no-operations buffer shall 
be established if a gray wolf den or rendezvous site is detected. (Recommendation 4) 
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Justification: Given the sensitivity of timber operations to this species, revising the THP to 
provide a 500-foot no-operations buffer will be more protective than a 200-foot buffer. 

Section II, Map Point Table and Map Points Map 

During the PHI, CDFW and the RPF observed drafting Map Point (MP) D and the surrounding 
area. Within the Map Point Table (MPT), MP D is described as an “existing drafting pit 
adjacent to Groshong Gulch (Class I)” and “the drafting site consists of a well which was 
constructed pre-ASP rules within the Class I WLPZ of Groshong Gulch.” At MP D, CDFW 
observed a human-made water hole that is not hydrologically connected to any watercourse, 
nor within the WLPZ of a watercourse, additionally, CDFW did not observe an existing well or 
well infrastructure. CDFW discussed the drafting operations at MP D, and the RPF confirmed 
operations will include pumping using a water truck, and a well has not been constructed nor is 
proposed to be installed. Additionally, MP D was not mapped within the Map Points map. 
CDFW recommended the MPT be revised to accurately depict the hydrology and operations at 
MP D and MP D be mapped, and the RPF agreed to this recommendation. CDFW 
recommends the Map Point Table be revised for Map Point D to state in the Description 
column, “Existing human-made water hole, hydrologically disconnected from and not within the 
WLPZ of any watercourses”, or similar language, the Treatment column for Map Point D be 
revised to state, “Water drafting using pump and water truck”, or similar language, and Map 
Point D be mapped within the Map Points map. (Recommendation 5) 

Justification: Revision of the description and treatment language for Map Point D within the 
Map Point Table and mapping the location within the Map Points map will accurately depict the 
conditions on-site, the proposed drafting method, and Map Point D location.   

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1) Prior to 2nd review, CDFW recommends Item 14(d) be revised to include a visual check 
for and retention of raptor nests, Sonoma tree vole nests, and trees with suitable basal 
hollows for Townsend’s big-eared bat roosting, as well as retention of screen trees. 

2) Prior to 2nd review, CDFW recommends Item 14(d) be revised to include retention of 
wildlife trees and a list of wildlife tree characteristics including abnormal limb structure, 
large cavities, redwoods with goose pens, branches equal to or greater than 6-inches in 
diameter located just outside of the branch collar, extensively decayed wood as 
evidenced by large and/or extensive fungal fruiting bodies, trees with multiple tops, 
broken tops, or snag tops, redwoods with boles having at least 75% defect, and granary 
trees having at least 100 small holes on the tree.  

3) Prior to 2nd review, CDFW recommends Item 32(a) be revised to remove all northern 
spotted owl measures pertaining to helicopter operations 

4) Prior to 2nd review, CDFW recommends Item 32(a) be revised to state that a 500-foot 
no-operations buffer shall be established if a gray wolf den or rendezvous site is 
detected. 
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5) Prior to 2nd review, CDFW recommends the Map Point Table be revised for Map Point D 
to state in the Description column, “Existing human-made water hole, hydrologically 
disconnected from and not within the WLPZ of any watercourses”, or similar language, 
the Treatment column for Map Point D be revised to state, “Water drafting using pump 
and water truck”, or similar language, and Map Point D be mapped within the Map 
Points map. 


