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From: Friends of the South Fork Gualala <info@fosfg.org>
Sent: Monday, September 15, 2025 4:47 PM
To: Santa Rosa Public Comment@CALFIRE; CAL FIRE Santa Rosa 

Review Team
Cc: Ethan Arutunian
Subject: significant concerns regarding NSO in the Lucas Point THP 

1-25-00099-SON
Attachments: NSO - 2020 listing decision - 2020-27198.pdf; NSO - FWS-R1-

ES-2014-0061-0030_content.pdf; NSO - warranted but 
precluded2023-13577.pdf; NSO -pnw_gtr966_chapter4.pdf; NSO 
critical habitat listing - 2021-24365.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged
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Dear Director and Review Team, 

These significant concerns regard the NSO assessment in the Lucas Point THP #1-25-
00099-SON. 

The Lucas Point THP does not assess the cumulative impacts on Northern spotted owls 
(‘NSO’) from logging in this and past and reasonably foreseeable logging projects in the 
Biological Assessment Area (BAA). The THP’s cumulative impact analysis focuses only on 
whether there will be a ‘take’ of NSO in the project area. However the THP does not provide 
any information about the cumulative loss of nesting and roosting habitat for the NSO due 
to this project and other past and future projects within the BAA. The THP states that the 
project area is composed of primarily nesting and roosting habitat, with considerable old 
grown parcels, and acknowledges that the logging proposed will eliminate this habitat by 
removing large trees and understory, and by opening up the canopy, resulting in the 
conversion of the entire project to open, foraging habitat that is not sufficient to retain a 
nesting pair of owls. See attached notices from the USFWS, exs. 1-5 attached. The THP’s 
failure to consider the cumulative loss in the watershed of this habitat necessary for 
successful NSO reproduction is contrary to CEQA and the Forest Practice Rules 
requirements for considering cumulative impacts. 

Respectfully, 

-Ethan Arutunian
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