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Itemi 27J-
In-lieu practice for skid trail soil stabilization measures located within the WLPZ

Description of proposed operation-WLPZ skid trails and landings that are on slopes under 10% will not
require stabilization measures such as straw with grass seed or slashpacking. WLPZ skid trails that are
on slopes under 30% that are more than 150 feet from a class | or Il watercourse will not require
stabilization measures such as straw with grass seed or slashpacking.

Standard Rule- The standard rule is 916.9 (n) which states Within the WLPZ, and within any ELZ or EEZ
designated for watercourse or lake protection, treatments to stabilize soils, minimize soil erosion, and
prevent the discharge of sediment into watercourses or lakes in amounts deleterious to aquatic species or
the quality and beneficial uses of water, or that threaten to violate applicable water quality requirements,
shall be described in the plan as follows.

(1) Soil stabilization is required for the following areas:

(A) Areas exceeding 100 contiguous square feet where timber operations have exposed bare soil.

Explanation and Justification- 916.9(n)(7) states that - Where the natural ability of ground
cover is inadequate to protect beneficial uses of water by minimizing soil erosion or by filtering
sediment, the plan shall specify protection measures to retain and improve the natural ability of
the ground cover to filter sediment and minimize soil erosion. Most of the skid trails in this THP
are on flat ground and are covered by a thick leaf litter that is replenished annually by the thick
overstory canopy. Most landings have a wide buffer of flat ground between them and a
watercourse. To require mulching these skid trails and landings would introduce a great deal of
non-native material into areas near watercourses without any benefit since soil movement off of
these areas is very unlikely. Alternately, to require slash packing these skid trails would require a
piece of equipment to grab slash from the surrounding area which is also part of the WLPZ and
would result in more soil disturbance than to just leave the skid trails to be covered by natural
leaf litter. Also, slash packing would require more equipment movement around the WLPZ
resulting in greater soil compaction and disturbance. In this plan the natural ability of the ground
exists to adequately protect the beneficial uses of water.

Mitigation- All skid trails in the WLPZ have been flagged and the LTO will only be allowed to use
flagged skid trails. Any WLPZ skid trail that traverses a slope greater than 10% or traverses a
slope greater than 30% and is within 150 feet of a class | or Il watercourse will be slash packed
or straw mulched and seeded to the standards in item 18 and waterbarred. Any landing that is on
slopes greater than 10% or is within 150 feet of a class | or Il watercourse will be slash packed or
straw mulched and seeded to the standards in item 18 and waterbarred.
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Item# 27J-
In-lieu practice in regards to flagging the WLPZ’s for Class Il L and S

Description of proposed operation-
1-Class II-L WLPZs will not be flagged where it falls into an area that is a class | core zone or inner A
zone.

2- Class [I-S WLPZs will not be flagged where it falls into an area that is a class | core zone, inner A zone
or inner B zone.

Standard Rule- The standard rule is 916.5 (e) (B) and table 1 which states that the Class Il “WLPZ
shall be clearly identified on the ground by an RPF or supervised designee, with paint,
flagging, or other suitable means, prior to the start of timber operations. In watersheds
with listed anadromous salmonids, on the ground identification of the WLPZ shall be
completed prior to the preharvest inspection.”

Explanation and Justification- The two exceptions listed above under the proposed operation are
being asked for because under exception #1 when a class lI-L WLPZ falls into a Class | core zone or inner
A zone the standards are already as high or higher than they would be in the class Il core zone or inner A
zone. The class II-L WLPZ only will be flagged when it falls into a class | B zone or into an area outside
the flood prone area of this plan where the standards are lower.

Similarly, in exception #2 above, when a class |l S is anywhere inside the Class | flood prone area
protection zones the standards are already as high or higher than they would be for the class || S. When
the class 1l S is no longer in the F.P.A. then it will be flagged because now the standards of Class Il S are
higher.

The justification for this is that #1- the areas that won't be flagged under this exception will automatically
receive the required protection or higher and the reduced amount of flagging will help to avoid confusion
for the LTO and added cost for the landowner #2- Since all the skid trails in the F.P.A. will be flagged there

is no need for the WLPZ flagging to show the LTO where he can and cannot go.

See Silviculture map to see where class Il L and S areas are located.
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